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Recessional Moraine Site Trails
HISTORY — The preservation of Ledyard's unique glacial
remains has been a project of the Ledyard Conservation
Commission, which culminated in the purchase of land north
of Whalehead Road in 1979 (see map). It is planned that the
trail created in this area will be continued through glacial
remains extending to the southwest.
A glacier is a river of ice moving slowly
GEOLOGY
(sometimes inches a day), sweeping up rocks and other
material in its path. When the glacier periodically melts, rock
fragments of various sizes (known as "till") are deposited at the
frontal edge of the glacier. This deposit is called a moraine.
About 12,000 years ago, the Wisconsin glacier left a
discontinuous moraine extending from Ledyard to East Lyme. The
Ledyard moraine consists of a ridge of huge boulders tumbled
3 or 4 deep in places, and extending for several miles. In addition,
the glacier left many sand deposits and created a number of
kettleholes in this area. A kettlehole is a circular depression
formed when a block of ice breaks away from the glacier and is
covered with till. Eventually the ice melts, the till caves in, and
a kettlehole remains. Sometimes kettleholes fill with water and
become small ponds. Dry kettleholes can be seen on either side
of Avery Hill Extension near Route 214. The largest is
approximately 600 feet wide and 60 feet deep.
The following trees, shrubs and ferns may be
seen in the park. Rees: Oak (black, scarlet, white); black birch;
shagbark hickory; American beech; red maple; white pine.
Shrubs: greenbrier; mountain laurel; low and highbush
blueberry; poison ivy. Ferns: rock polypody; hayscented fern;
Christmas fern; Cinnamon fern.
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—

WILDLIFE — Relatively little has been observed although the
boulders make fine shelters for small animals such as red fox.
In 1980, vultures were seen nesting in the park.
THE TRAILS — The Glacial Pail( Trail starts and ends on the
north side of Whalehead Road near the power lines. After 300
yards, it splits into a main trail and an alternate trail, both
marked with blue paint.
Main Trail - length about 3/4 of a mile. It proceeds westerly (left)
up a small hill which affords a good view of the ravine and some
of the largest boulders. Then it proceeds down the ravine, directly
up the middle of the boulder train. This trail requires scrambling
over rocks and boulders and may not be within the capability of
all hikers. Ultimately it loops east, Joining the alternate trail and
returning to Whalehead Road.
Alternate Pail — ibis trail is about 3/4 of a mile long and follows

the edge of the bouldery moraine. It joins the main trail at its
northern terminus. The boulders can be easily seen and explored
by side trips, although the view is not quite as dramatic as that
from the main trail.
PERMITTED USE OF GLACIAL PARK — Hiking and nature
s tudy only.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION — is available in the Ledyard
Glacial Park Booklet (at Ledyard Library or from the Conservation
Commission) and in the U.S. Geological survey map "Surficial
Geology— Uncasville Quadrant CQ 138'
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